MODALS

What are Modal Verbs?
 Modal verbs are auxiliary (helping) verbs that express the speaker’s attitude such as ability, permission, possibility, obligation, advice, prediction, etc.
 Structure:
Subject + Modal + Base Verb
Example: She can swim.
TYPES OF MODALS
1. Primary / Core Modals
 These are the main modal verbs:
can, could, may, might, must, shall, should, will, would, ought to
2. Semi-Modals / Marginal Modals
 These behave like modals but are partly main verbs:
need, dare, used to, have to, had better, be able to, be going to, be supposed to
Quick Function Table(primary/ Core modals)
Modal                        Function
Can                  ability, permission
Could          past ability, polite request
May               permission, possibility
Might                      weak possibility
Must                       strong duty
Shall.                  suggestion, future
Should.                       advice
Will.                                future
Would.            polite request, past habit
ought to.                 moral duty

List of Common Semi-Modals
1. Need
You need not go. (modal use)
You need to go. (main verb)
2. Dare
He dare not speak.
He dares to speak.
3. Used to
 Past habit
I used to play here.
4. Have to
 Compulsion / necessity
I have to finish my work.
5. Had better
Strong advice / warning
You had better study.

6. Be able to
Ability (instead of “can”)
She is able to solve the problem.
7. Be- going to
 Future plan
I am going to visit my village.
8. Be- supposed to
 Duty / expectation
You are supposed to obey rules.
